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HONDURAS AND GUATEMALA, 



To the Editors of the National Intelligencer: 

In ihs InlelUgencer oi the 16th inst., you have allowed "a retired 
citizen," under the pretence of " vindicating the cause of truth," to ma- 
lign a respectiible Association of American citizens, and to falsify and 
misreprescBt the " facts of history," in all that concerns the existing 
relations between the States of Honduras aad Guatemala m Central 
America, The Association thus vilified have a right to asl,, and the 
cause of truth requires, at your hands, a vindication as ample as the 
outi-age of which you have been made the medium is gross and unjus 
tifi^ble. 

The assassin strikes in the dark, aad the slanderer and falsifier usually 
chooses an anonymous disguise under whieli to make his assault*, and 
evade the responsibility which attaches to his conduct. This la piecise 
ly t!ie couree pursued by your correspondent, "the retiied citizen" 
It needs ao gift of divination to discover his animus oi pcnefiate 
his motives, both of which are as base as bis anonymous e\hibit:on of 
them is cowardly. 

So far as he assumes to state the origin of the present differences 
between Honduras and Guatemala, and to indicate the pohticilpo^iition 
and tendencies of these States respecti\'ely, hs is guilty not only of 
gross mio represents I ion hut of deliberate falsehood. 

Whatever may be the conflict of claims between these two States, 
in respect of boundaries, that diversity has had little or no connection 
with tlie present diffeiences, which are directly due to the invasion of 
the acknoivledged and indisputable territories of Honduras by armed 
forces from Guatemala. This your "retired" correspondent does not 
pretend to deny ; but he seeks to justify the act, by the assertion tliat 
"certain lawless marauders, recruited and armed in Honduras, made 
hostile inroads into Gaatem.ila," and that when repulsed they "invari- 
ably sought and found shelter in Honduras." 
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Now all this is mere assertion, unsustaiusd by proof, and withal, false 
in fact. That citizens of Guatemala, driven out by the bloody and 
unsparing hand of the Indian Dictator of that wretched State, have 
sought refuge in Honduras, as well as in the States of Chiapas and San 
Salvador, is undoubtedly true. Such has been the political condition of 
Central America, as in fact of all Spanish America, for many years, that 
there is hai'dly a person of any distinction, political or social, who has not 
been of^ener than one a refiigee And because a man is ? refugee in 
those countries itnowiis follows that he is a criminal It m^J he 
true that s>me o' the politic'*! lefu^ees of Guattmala in Honduias 
abused the asylum granted them ind sought to incite oppo it oi m 
the foimer State r^ainst the partn-s in powe! wl o expelled them But 
whoe^ct a serts tiat tl e Go cnment ot Honduras wis in any wij a 
party to "uch effoil aoicit^ an untruth and slanders tbe veally liberal 
and high m nded men at the head of affaiis in that State. Tliey have 
not inly discountenanced all such effoits but have actively interfered 
to present them If their inteiference 1 as not always been effective, it 
is not sui prisms cms dering the difficulties of communication and the 
■wild natuie of the countn vhich rffeis ample opportunities of con- 
cealment for the evil disposed Eien the United States, with all its 
resources has not always been able to prevent bodies of men from 
leaving its t intones with hostil intent on ts neighbors, 

"ft ith a t ill and ckar knowledge of the^e facts, I assert, and shall 
prove ibet Honduias actively interfered 'o prevent any disturbance of 
GuateraaU bv pet'^ons wilhin its boH^ is and that the invasion by 
Guatemaii tfa-, a wanton ct ot ggie s on attended by the most hor- 
rible outiages not upon political lelugees but on the quiet and unof- 
fendmg citizens of Hondun tld men women, and children, entirely 
unconncctLd with political affaii-i 

On the 18th of June ISj2 the town of Zacapa, in Guatemala, was 
assaulted b} a small body of xrmed men B\ some, they were supposed 
to be from San Salvador; by others, from Honduras; others still 
supposed thera to be — as they probably were — one of the systematic 
bands of robbers which, in Guatemala alone, of all the States of Cen- 
tral America, infest the public roads, and, as in Mexico, make a trade 
of robbery. As soon as the information of this act reached Gracias, the 
frontier department of Honduras, the Commandant of that department 
despatched the following letter to the Government at Coraayagua ; — 

S.lNT,i EOSA, July 15th, 1852. 
To the MinisUr of War : 

Sir : I have receired information of the movement of inaurrectionlsts of Guate- 
mala on tbe ftrontier, near Copan, and have, in consequence, proceeded to rwse an 
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additional forco of 50 men. so as to be in readiness, the instant I sliall receive an- 
thority from the Government, to proceed to put them ia check. I have also sent 
Gen. Toro with a detachment to watch the reported prMeedings near Playon. 
Although I bavo no direct orders for the contingency, I cannot permit the towns 
of the frontier to suffer in conseijueQce of the acts of these lawless men; and in 
case I learn of the appearance of any of the insarreotionists, (/nectosos,) I shall 
proceed to disarm them, and to reduce them if they reast. 

Signed : Joaa de ZELiTi. 

It will be well to remember the name of this officer, for he is pre- 
cisely the man who was subsequently robbed by Gen. Grenades in Santa 
Rosa, and for whose robbery the " retired citizen" is an apologist. 

The answer of the Minister of War to Gen. Zelaya was dated " Co- 
mayagua, July 27th, 1852," and is conceived in the same spirit of oppo- 
sition to the disturbers of the public peace. It says i '■'The Government 
approves of the steps which you have taken to repress the facciosos, for it 
eon never permit the territory of Honduras to become an asylum for tJiem 
wherein, to carry on their aggressions against other States." 

It then proceeds to instruct Gen. Zelaya to arrest such persons as he 
may find in arms or concerned in illegal enterprises upon Guatemala, 
be they Guatemalans or citizens, and confine them for trial. It, how- 
ever, warns him not to allow his zeal " to carry him beyond the boun- 
dary, in order to avoid alt ground of oomplMut on the part of Guate- 
mala." 

In consequence, Gea. Zelaya proceeded to the frontier, and captured 
all persons known or suspected to be concerned in disturbing the peace 
of Guatemala, at the same time confiscating whatever arms and muni- 
tions of war the fiicciosos had collected. Another officer. Col. Pineda, 
was equally active. These measures were commended in the official 
paper of Guatemala of Sept. II, 1852, " as evidences that the Govern- 
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place in the latter part of October, less than a month after the Govern- 
ment of Guatemala had officially returned its thanks to that of Hondu- 
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ras for its "prompt and efficacious suppiession of the ffcwsos 
Had the invasion by Solares, indefeBsiblo on in\ ^ruund been hmited 
solely to passing the borders, it is not likelj ti e act would ha\e led fo 
difficulties. 

But his path was marked by rapine and slaughter Hiciendas were 
robbed, women violated, and a numbei of inofiendmg- citizens wantonly 
shot. The Uttle corps of observation it Copan wis attacked and 
driven out. In short, language is inadequate tr oharacteriz in deserved 
terms the atrocities committed by the m^adere No baid ot stages 
could have behaved with greater cruelty and barbinty 

It will not do for any apologist for Guatemala to deny the e state 
ments ; it is a task which the Government oi that =ocilled R pubic 
has never undertaken; for the proof, horrible ai d disgusting as are its 
details, is at hand ! 

Of course this violence sent a tliill li 1 orior and indignation 
throughout Honduras, and roused the dtep it eteitement The 
Government addressed an earnest and hrm note to that ot Guatemala 
recounting the facts, and aakiug that tleiniason be disavowed the 
officer concerned in it reprimanded, and the damat,es icpaired Ihis 
letter was written January 2d, 1853. Meantime, reports reaching the 
capitol of other meditated violations of the territory of the Slate, Gen. 
Cabaiias, the President, hastened to the frontier, with a small body of 
men ; and an extraordinary session of the Congress of the State was 
convened to meet at Intibucat, near Gracias. The sole response to the 
complainls of Honduras was a curt and offensive note from the Govern- 
ment of Guatemala, charging the authorities of Gracias, who had so 
effectively put down the facciosos, with a privity to their designs, and 
concurrence in them ! This unfounded charge was indignantly repelled, 
and saLisfactlon again demanded by Honduras, 

The correspondence on both sides now became excited, and Oarrera, 
Dictator of Guatemala, also raised troops, and stationed himself near 
the frontier. The Legislature of Honduras met in April. Its members 
were greatly irritated by the conduct of Guatemala, and it required all 
the moderation and influence of Gen. CabafLas to prevent an open 
declaration of war. 

This state of things continued until, afler some hesitation on the part 
of Guatemala, the preliminaries to an understanding were made by the 
appointment of Commissioners on both sides, who met in Esquipulaa, 
and on the 19lh of April, signed a Convention. This Convention pro- 

1. That Guatemala should mdemuifj the sufferers by the invasion at Copan and 
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2. That Guatemala shoiiM liberate all the citizens of Honduras wLlcfc it had 
carried off from the aboTe-named places. 

3, Each party should hereafter respect the territory of the other, and that under 
all circumstauoes, all difficulties should be regulated l)j friendly means. 

i. That to place the relations of the two States on tbe best footing, the 
parties should, as soon as possible, proceed to negotiate a treaty of friendship, 
commerce, and boundaries. 

5. Hoaduras should concentrate all refugees from Guatemala, until the terms on 
which they should ba permitted to return to their homes should he fixed by treaty. 

6, The CooTentio.i to he ratiSed wiihia six days. 

Now mark the utter falsehood and dishonesty of your "retired 
citizen I" This treaty v>as fatified immediately (on the 23d) by the 
GovernmeTtt of Honduras, while that of Guatemala refused its ratifica- 
tion.' Your disingenuous correspondent would make it appear that 
the failure of the Convention was due to the conduct of Honduras ! 
And yet he has the audacity to set himself up as a " vindicator of 
truth," and a teacher of morals. 

By tliis action of Guatemala, in repudiating the work of its own 
Commissioners, the misunderstanding between the States became more 
complicated and asperous. The Legislature adjourned after empowering 
the Esecutive to declare war, in case all efforts to obtain reparation 
should fail. Finally, Gen. Cabaiias, wearied out with evasions and 
delays, in the month of July advanced upon Guatemala. The policy 
of this extreme step may be doubted, but the character of the outrage 
on Honduras, and the bad faith of Guatemala, were ample justification 
for the reprisal. He soon reduced the department of Chiquimula, 
occupying successively the towns of Esquipulas, Chiquimula, and Zacapa, 
but everywhere conducting with moderation, permitting not the slightest 
n the part of his troops, and scrupulously paying for whatever 
iiies he required. This honorable conduct, it may be remarked, 
is characteristic of Gen. Cabanas, whose hands alone, of all the leaders 
which Central America has produced, are unstained with blood, and 
upon whose whole conduct, during more than twenty years of public 
life, there does not rest a single stain ! In all these respects, he is in 
decided contrast to the Indian Carrera, whom a handful of monarchists 
and bigots in Guatemala have carried into power, through a series of 
murders and assassinations, unparalleled in number and atrocity by any 
thing this continent, and all the years of anarchy in Spanish America, 
Lave ever witnessed ! 

Your anonymous correspondent, in his zeal to misrepresent Honduras, 
cannot announce this advance of Gen. Cabaiias without violating truth. 
He says: "In July, Gen. Cabanas, at the head of an army of malcon- 
tents and renegades, apaiu invaded Guatemala." The attempt is here 
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made to convey the falsehood that the invasion of Copati by Solares 
was in retaliation for a previous invasion of Guatemala by Gen. 
Cabafias ! In this wise, your " retired citizen" vindicates " the truth of 
history !" 

The entrance into Chiquimula was undertaken hy Gen. CahaBa with 
a very inadequatu force ; and upon the advance of large reinforcements 
from Guatemala, and in consequence of disaffection among his own 
troops, he was ohliged, after some skirmishing, to fall back upon Gra- 
cia=, which he did, slowly, and without precipitation. He was followed 
by tte foices of Guatemali to Santa Rosa, when he retired to San 
Jose, where he made a final stand The Guatemalan force, under 
a Gen Gaicia Grenados.enteied SantaEosa on the I9th of July. They 
found the town entucly deserted, lor the inhabitants knew too well the 
brutal charactei of the mvadeis of Copan, to trust their own lives, or 
the honoi of their wives and daughters, in their power. The sequel 
proved the nifdum of then conduct, for no sooner had the Guatemalan 
troops entered the town, than they commenced an indiscriminate pillage, 
in which officers and men emulated each other in deeds of robbery and 
wanton destruction. 

It so happens that I was at Santa Rosa, both before and after the occu- 
pation by the troops of Guatemala, and am psrfectly well informed of 
all that took place. With this knowledge, 1 pronounce the entire state- 
ment of your anonymous correspondent, in relation to that event, as 
wholly and maliciously false. It is utterly impossible that any assurance 
of "protection" from the Guatemalan General could have reached the 
town without my knowledge. But even if it had, there is not a man in 
Central America who would have trusted to it. The people there know 
too well how much faith to place in the savage hordes of Cariera, and 
his equally unscrupulous subordinates ! 

The notorious, wholesale sack of Santa Rosa, is disposed of by your 
correspondent as " some tiifling disorders " committed by the soldiers, 
in consequence of finding the town " without inhahitants and provi- 
sions !" And the general robbery of all property which could be carried 
off, and the wanton destruction of that which it was not possible to 
remove, is resolved by the same " vindicator of truth" into the seizure 
of the goods of " a well-known instigator of the invasion !" 

These goods were the property of Gen. Jose de Zelaya, whom we 
have already had occasion to notice for his prompt and efficacious action 
in preventing the refugees and facciosos of Guatemala from making the 
territories of Honduras the theatre of their operations upon their own 
State ! These goods, valued at upwards of $40,000, were the property 
of the same Gen, Zelaya who had been lauded by name, but a short 
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time previously, by the Government of Guatemala, for hk " honorable 
rectitude " ia preserving the neutrality of Honduras, and suppressing 
disorders on the frontiers ! 

But the "seizures," as your correspondent amiably characterizes the 
Guatemalan robberies, wore not confined to the property of Gen. Zelaya, 
There was not a store, shop, or dwelling in the whole town of Santa Rosa, 
which escaped plunder. As I have said, all property which could not 
be carried off, was destroyed. The mirrors and Umps in the houses 
were broken ; fires were made of the sofas, beds, and other furniture ; 
and the tobacco, the principal product of the vicinity, was burnt in the 
streets ! Even the churches did not escape, but were equally violated, 
and their more valuable ornaments carried off. Cattle were slaughtered 
in the salas of the best houses, and their enti'ails left to putrefy there, 
and in the courts. The records of the municipality were destroyed, 
and the public buildings defaced. In short, no act of destruction which 
an unrestrained and savage soldiery could devise, was omitted. For 
three days this barbarous saturnalia was continued, when fhe invaders, 
fearing the general uprismg and summary revenge of the people of the 
department, retreated precipitately across the frontier, leaving their path 
marked with fire and blood. Such were the " triSing disorders " of 
your veracious correspondent ! 

But the robberies of the Guatemalan General were not hmited to the 
property of the natives. The property of foreigners met no greater 
respect. A valuable assortment of silks and merinocs, belonging to a 
French merchant residing in the place, was appropriated by the chiv- 
alrous General Grenades, and his principal officers. The French flag, 
which sheltered them, was torn down, and trampled under foot. And 
in tlie subsequent correspondence which took place between the French 
Consul- General and the Government of Guatemala on the subject, the 
former very justly characterized the whole conduct of Grenados and 
his soldiers as that of " ladrones, disgraceful to the nineteenth century !" 

I now come to the affair of Omoa. The fort of Omoa surrendered 
to Colonel Zavala, in command of a Guatemalan force, in deference to 
the wishes of the principal merchants of the place, who sought to avert 
a conflict, on the 24th of August, 1853. The first article of the capi- 
tulation is as follows ; 

Art. I. The commiinder of the fortiCOQsidering the small force at Mb command, 
the state of the fort, and in deference to the wishes of the municipality and foreign 
agents, agrees to evacuate the fort at one o'clock this day, with the gai'rison, arms, 
and park of artillery, (^'tfuarnacion y tren de faiiierea parque.") But in order 
that no labor may be uselessly expended in taking out things which will require 
to be reintroduced hereafter, paid arms, ic., ("(ren dn fusilerca," &o.,) may remain 
as a deposit in the hands of the C. S- Consul. 
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Art. 2 coatained a stipulation that, in consideration of this step, the 
Guatemalan commander should reembark his troops and evacuate the 
place " within three days." 

This convention or capitulation was accepted by Capt, Medina, com- 
mander of the fort, on the following express condition appended to the 
document, yiz. : 

"With the express condition that the Port shall he evacuated by the 
troths of Guatemala taiih,in four days, and that they shall net (oacft any 
pkce of artillery nor any other article left in the fort." 

Yet, in violation of these stipulations, the Gnatecnalans commenced 
carrying off the armament of the fort, and had embarked five heavy 
brass guns and two mortars, when farther proceedings were stopped by 
the earnest remonstrance of the American Consul, in whose care the 
armament had been placed by the capitulation. 

Yet your mendacious correspondent says that the Guatemalans yi 
lated no faith at Omoa, and that the charge thiit they did so "is 
malicious as it is groundless !" Most rare " vindicator of the truth 
history!" 

In order to completely stultify himself, it only remains for your c( 
respondent to turn apologist for British aggressions in Central America. 
This is an appropriate and fitting work for the eulogist of the assassin 
Carrei-a, and the vilifier of the liberal and republican State of Honduras 
He is welcome to all the honors he can earn in such a congenial undi 
taking. But he cannot deny that the vessels engaged in the attack on 
Omoa, in part at least, were under the British flag, and furnished from 
the establishment of Belize, The official evidence exists in the Depart- 
ment of State, Nor can he deny that recently a large quantity of in- 
cendiary documents from Guatemala, addressed for distribution to the 
Britisli Consul in Honduras, were intei'cepted by the Government of the 
latter State. Yoar correspondent's blunders in dates,and his statements 
as concerns the seizure of Rflatan, etc., may be passed over as simple 
specimens of irredeemable ignorance, not remarkably becoming in a 
" vindicator of the truth of history." 

It is also appropriate in your correspondent to insult and belie the 
Liberal party of Central America, while he e.ialts the aristocratic oli- 
garchy to which they are opposed. In this task he will find himself in 
entire opposition to every observer of repute who has written on the 
political condition of Central America, English or American. 

Mr. Crowe, an English author, for many years a re^dent in the coun- 
try, has drawn the characters of the opposing parties with an impartial 
hand. He says : 
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"The leadars of the Liberal party aro composed of the elite ot the UniTersitieB, 
monjr merchants and landed praprietore, supported b; a numerous body, made up 
of the mora intelligent arfisana and laborera. • • • What iLey ovecthreiF and 
accomplished for the State 19 honorable alike to their talents and sentiments ; and 
though the limits of a sketch will scarcely admit of a due appreciation of it, a 
ouiBory view of their achievemento will probably esdte more wonder, and cer- 
tainly Beeare for them higher praise, than the victories of Alvarado." 

Of the Servile party, always the inexorable opponents of l!ie Liberals, 
and now dominant in Guatemala and Costa Rica, he draws the following 
picture : 

"The SatTiles incla3ed the two extremes of society, linked together by their 
Wiod guides, the priest?. Amongst lliem there were some few men of ability, 
although in this respect they were far inferior to the liberals. • « * I3 
general, if not universally, it will be found easy to trace to their intrigues the in- 
ternal disorders of the sodal and politJeal body in each of the States; Dud not a 
few of the past civil ware and existing animosities between the States arc attri- 
butable to their influence, or to the personal ambition and seditious conduct of 
individuala in it" — Croine't Central America, pp. \2i, 126. 

Ifcwas this Servileparty which opposed the organization of the Republic 
of Central America, and sought to merge the country in the empire of 
Itm-bide. Failing in this, they traitorously invited a force from Mexico, 
which, notwithstanding their armed concurrence, was defeated and 
destroyed by the Liberals. The same spiiit now animates them, and the 
Government of Guatemala is seeking a similar union with the piojected 
empire of Santa Anna. Its ofBcial paper for the last year has teemed 
with articles having this tendency, and denouncing and misrepresenting 
the United States, its institutions and policy. All the ilbald abuse of 
the journals of Spain, Cuba, and Mexico is eagerly copied into its col- 
umns, and into those of its co-laborer, the official " Gazette of Costa 
Rica." Both are vehement in their advocacy of a union against tKe 
United States, whose policy is characterized as follows in an article 
published in the official paper of Guatemala, July 29, 1853 : 

"There is nevertheless one Irulh which lie least informed cannot fail to recog- 
nize, because it ia evident from all the events in the history of this continent, mz. 
that the Anglo-Saxon raee, which grows, multiplies, and strengthens daily in the 
North ot Ameiiea, is animated by a spirit of espaufdon and aggrandizement which 
tramples under foot ail rules of international right. This spirit of aggression 
places in constant danger the Spanisii race, ■which, in tlie midst of lamentable dia- 
sensions, is debilitated and consu ■ d. Henee results the imperious necemty ot 
the nations of this stoek abandoning- the chimeric which have deluded them and 
seeking each one by itself and all . -gether, to place a bariier against the unre- 
strained ambition which persecutes them." 

Since the publication of tbs above, a more emphatic language has 
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been adopted. In an article abusive of tlie present Attorney-General of 
the United States, the same paper prints the following paragraphs: 

" Looking at tbe Inaugural Address of President Pierce, iind to the rernarlis of 
Mr. CuaMng, we deduce the dominant policy of the American. Government to lie 
one of usurpation, which should alarm not only tbe nations which surround the 
United Slates, but generally all civilized countries, who cannot see with inflitFer- 
enoe thia modevn Rome advance in a career of aggresiion, and rapine," etc., ctc.i 
ad nauseow!. 

Auti still later, that is to say, in January last, the same paper, after 
a review of the events of the year, prognosticates a contest between the 
Americans and the Spanish stocts, "in which," it heroiciilly adds, 
" Guatemala will not be found backwai'd in defence of its race and reli- 
gion" — in other words, it will fight the United States: a contingency 
from which we may well i-ecoil in dismay !* 

But the tendencies of the Governments of both Guatemala and Costa 
Rica mii.y be inferred from the fact that the Secretary of State of the 
latter is a French refugee, lately Secretary to the notoi ious Flores in his 
attempts to monarchize the republics of South America ; and that the 
most influential member of the Government of Guatemala is a Senor 
Pavon, former Private Secretary to the late equally notorious British 
Consul- General, Ohatfield ! Par nobile fratrum ! 

A cause may generally be judged by its leaders. Carrera, the Dic- 
tator of Guatemala, and Guardiola, expelled some years ago from Hon- 
duras for his crimes, are at the head of the war on Honduras. Who 
are these men ? What is their history and character ? These questions 
are amply answered by the following passages from the work of Mr. 
Dunlap on Oentml America. Mr. Dunlap. it may he observed, like 
Mr. Crowe, is an English author. 

" Eafael Carrera, the Com m and er-in -Chief and President of the State of Guate- 
mala, is a dark-colored and extremely ill-looking mestizo. He was originally 
servant to a woman of no yery respeelabls character in Amatitlaa, and afterwai'ds 

* " Ngioble evenii ore no doubt dealined !0 lake piBCC dating Uh; year 1854. A neigliboriiig palion, 
(Mexico,) one of llie mosi important of lliis eonliofnt, llirowing resolutely aside Ilia old proetiges 
of dem^ogical ideas, now seeks, willi faiili and without fear, the road which it should never 
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to a SpanianS, from whom it 13 supposed he gut the lUtle knowledge and breed- 
tag he possessed when he &rst uppenred ou the political stage of Guateinnla ; after- 
wards, he was employed as a, pig-driTer ; that is, in purohaaing and personally 
driving piga from the villages to Guatemala and the more populous towns. 

"The Asiatic cholera having appeared ia April, ISSl, the Indiana were led to 
believe that the waters had been poboned by emissaries sent by the parties then 
ruling the state ; and being also excited against the system of trial by jury, they 
united, to the number of some thousands, in the town of Santa Eosa, and under 
the commaiid of Carrera, who had been one of the raoit active in deeeiyingthem, 
destroyed o party of dragoons who had been sent out to disperse them. Carrera's 
faction was frequently defeated, and a vast slaughter made of the Indians who 
followed him at Villa Nueva, by the government troops nnder the command of 
Gen. Salazar, on the 11th Sept. 1838 ; but Ihey have always reunited in greater 
force; and on the 13th of April, 1839, Carrera took Giiatemala at the head of flOOO 
Indians ; since which time he has retained all the real power in his hands. For 
some time he acted nominally under Mariano Rivera Faz, President of the State, 
but he has since dissolved the shadow of a representative assembly which existed ; 
and having on the 19th of March, 1810, defeated Gen. Morazan, (the legal Presi- 
dent of the republic,) by means of an immense superiority of force, and driven 
him out of Guatemala, after he had occupied it a day, he has since remained sole 
and supreme dictator of the Stale. i * t « t * 

By esl«rtions and confiscations, he has amassed some hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in cash, lands, and houses; and it ia consequently his interest to maintain 
a settled government and give protection to property; but in his private life he ia 
more indecently immoral than could be conceiTed or understood by moat English 
readers.'' 

In respect to GuiH'diolii, now ne\t in command lo C;iri'era, the same 
author observes : 

"Guardiola ia a dark-colored mestizo, atout-built, and rather corpulent, hia face 
expressing hia Sendish temper ; but well liked by the soldiersv whom he indulges 
in every way. To his habita of intoxication may be added every species of vice 
which can be named among the vicious inhabitants of Central America ; and fre- 
quently, in his drunken fits, he orders people to be shot who ha^e in nothing 
offended him, while at all times the most trifling expreasion, incautiously uttered, 
is sufficient to cause the babbler to be shot without mercy. In private life he is aa 
brutal as can well be imagined. In all the towns through which he passes, he 
makes a habit of calling in the best looking women he can see, and, after subject- 
ing them to infamous treatment, he drives them forth with the most insulting 
epithets ; yet he ia certainly the best and most successful general of any now exist- 
ing, and, probably, of any who have appeared in Central America, Like MariuB, 
the Komaa leader, his brutal manners serve to terrify the enemy; hence, while the 
arrival of Cabanas and most of the other leaders ia looked npon without fear by 
the people of tlie contending States, the bare mention of the name of GuardJola 
is sufKcient to make the inhabitants fiy to the woods, leaving every thmg behind 

In glorious contrast to these men stands Gen. Cabafias, the President 
of Honduras. As I have already said, during a long and active public 
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